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With the appointments o£;

Dr. James Killian of M.LT.,
and Dr. Milton Eisenhower of
“Johns Hopkins, President

Johnson has made a good start-

- toward establishing the board
_of directors that will control
the now

remaining 13 a'opomtments
are at this level of compe-

- tencee, perhaps some of the ap-

" prehensions that are held by

conservatives will begin to

- drift away. e

-Yet it may be useml sxmnly'

sior the record, to express
some profound rcgrets at the

- creation of this new entity of
the federal government. The °

CPB represents a fateful first
step toward federal involve-
- ment-in the shaping of public

% ideas ‘and aititudes-through a
" mass communication medium, ..
. -Nothing of this sort has hap-..
pened before. To be sure, the |
", The day will come., -~ .
) _ffxous publishing -operation -
- hrough the Government
- Printing Office. Federal agens
- cies put out propaganda caleu--

government maintains a prodx—

lated to promote everything

- from the fluoridation of water
- supplies- to the . building of
- {arm ponds. Federal employes

“Co"porat‘on for
Public Broadeasting.” If the-

,at every Ievel because they ™
-, are mortal .men, are forever
* making speeches advocating

certain ideas. A number of

< grant-in-aid programs, notably -
.in the arts and humanities, .

and in public education, help -

-to shape the public taste.

‘Yet none of these existing

--programs has the potential ca~ .

pacity of the CPB. What con-

servatives fear (and liberals:
-.ought to fear the prospect

equally) is that’ the cor-.

- poration will slip slowly and -

ithperceptibly into experi-
‘ments’ in federal thought con-
trol—not next year, or the -

.year after, but some timein '~
. the*future. The strong strmise
is ‘that the actual operating ',

.heads of this corporation, as’

distinguished from the presti- *

gious board of directors, wxll‘

be men of lively ideas. Thé
scarcely could be otherwxse
And men who hold lively ideas ™
inevitably want to sell them

The corporation -is created

“under Title II of the Public:
Broadeasting Act of 1067, Inv
, fairness, it-should be said that .~

the sponsors of the act sought™
eamestly to write safeguards
mto their 'bill,, In' making
grants for the productxon of -

ERER
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U.S. Public Broadcasting J B@@y Bcaf Wd

v programs, the CPB is to
pursue a policy of " “strict
adherence to objectivity and
‘balance.”

The corporatxon is specifi-
- cally forbidden to *“‘engagein

Oh, the networks were “bal-
lanced,” 3all right; the bal-.
.anced Negro spokesmen’ and'

" white spokesmen, but it wasa -
‘funny thing: The Negro

*“spokesmen mvanably Were s0-

“editorializing.” The CPB -is -~ ber and articulate ifcllows,

ot to operate its "own net--
work, or even to own a sin-...
its material is

. .gle. station;
sxmoly to be offered to local ..

-ETV stations for them to use '’

“or not as they please. For the
“first year, grants' are limited
, to $9 million—surely a modest .

speaking like  Oxford dons. :

and the white spokesmen were
‘sweating oafs, spitting tobaqco
.and scratchm" at fleas. .
_The first $9 million is only -
the beginning. The hzstory ‘of
every other program of Feder-
al grants should teach us that’

. sum when compared to televi- »- acorns grow into oaks.: In

. sion production costs.

cient? Itis e}\ceedm"ly doubt-,
ful. The truth of the matter i 15
‘that even with the greatest

» dedication to objectivity and”
balance, it is almost impossi- -

‘ble to avoid some forms of

- editorializing. A decision to..

“film a partxcular documentary-
‘inevitably involves a decision -
. not to film something else. A -
" décision to leave this footage*
+in, but to-cut that footage out;"
 ig: &ssentiaﬂy an, edxtorial de«
cxsxon. y

The ,South got a taste of thxs
a few years ago,’in the TV .

- documentaries that dealt with
desegregauon of the schools

N At ..._... IR

Are these safeduards'éufﬁ. _

- time, the CPB's powers surcly
~will be enlarged. Meanwhile, .

re
I.?J&g

local ETV stations, already T
*"hard pressed for quality mate- -

“rial, will be driven to steadily
ﬂ‘reater reliance upon f\.dexal
offerm"s

+ Killian and Exscnhowcr are

-
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good men; the other directors -

. doubtless will be good men,
"too. But they will be busy :

‘‘men, and inevitably they will ~-'
* become prisoners of the opcr-'

-ating staff. Let men of every *
polmcal perswasion . monitor -
‘the’'CPB. with the vigilance of °

- hawks.’ Literally -‘and 'meta-; |

“phorically, 1984 is not so very‘
" far away. . .
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